
Solemn Appeal against
Female Genital Mutilation

We have decided to speak and to act, aware that silence is the best ally of a terrible
practice that still affects millions of women.

"There are practices that our ancestors themselves, if they
came back to life, would find obsolete and outdated,”

said the great African sage Amadou Hampaté Bâ.

There are now between 120 and 130 million women around the world who have
suffered due to female genital mutilation (FGM). Every year, two million girls and
young women are subjected to this practice that still survives despite the measures
taken in many of the countries involved to try to eliminate it. While sub-Saharan
Africa, as well as some parts of the Arab peninsula, i.e., Yemen and Oman and certain
parts of the Far East, remain the homelands of the practice, these are not the only
places affected. As a result of emigration from these areas towards industrialised
countries, Europe, the United States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand are also now
involved.

Concerned by the persistence and geographical magnitude of female genital
mutilation,

we the undersigned, the signatories of this Appeal, have decided to speak and to
act, aware that silence is the best ally of a terrible practice which still affects millions of
women.

While, in the last twenty years, people have begun to talk and it is easier to evaluate
the damage caused by FGM;

While, many leading politicians and members of civil society - including many of
the signatories of this appeal - have fought and continue to fight against it
courageously;

While, many States have decided to attempt to eliminate it and have taken
legislative, administrative and other measures to this end, in particular –in Africa- by
creating a joint coordination structure;

However, the persistence of FGM, including infibulation - its most violent form -
demonstrates the limits of the measures taken so far and the need for us to become
more personally involved in the struggle for its elimination.

While we note that FGM may have been forced on women as an attempt to
reinforce and to codify the traditional roles of the sexes, the practice of the removal of
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all or part of the external female genital organs is not prescribed by any religion, and is
now in total contradiction with the universally accepted principles of respect for the
physical and moral integrity of the individual, and of equality in dignity and in rights
of the sexes, and constitutes an unacceptable abuse against women. In addition to the
psychological harm it produces, it also leads to countless medical complications and
contributes to the persistence of high rates of female mortality in the countries where
it is still widely practiced.

Today, most African and Asian countries affected by this custom have signed and
ratified the principal international conventions that condemn it, in particular the
international Convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against
women of 1979 and the international Convention on the rights of the child of 1989.
Most of them have also supported United Nations resolutions that call for its
elimination, in particular the plan of action of the Cairo Conference on population
and development of 1994, and that of the Beijing Conference on women of 1995.

— Aware that the international legal instruments to fight against female genital
mutilation already exist;

— Convinced that the States involved must do more to implement them and to
persuade the populations involved in the practice that they will lose none of their
identity by giving it up,

— Convinced that instead they will gain in dignity by becoming aware that
traditions and cultures that are unable to evolve are more at risk of becoming extinct.

We, the women and men, signatories of this Appeal, born in countries where
female genital mutilation has been traditionally practiced or in countries where it has
been imported in recent times, or simply eager to fight against a custom that violates
the rights and the dignity of millions of women around the world, pledge to use all our
influence and to do everything in our ability to contribute to its eradication. 

For this reason, we solemnly call upon:

the Heads of State, the Governments and the Parliamentarians of the countries in
which Female Genital Mutilation are traditionally practiced:

to ensure the respect of the human rights of women and girls, in particular the right
not to be subjected to discrimination, and the right to health, to physical integrity and
to life;

to legislate — in countries which don't yet have specific legislation — to consider
Female Genital Mutilation as a violation of fundamental rights of the human person
and to provide for sanctions for those who practice it;

to promote information campaigns to bring about a lasting change in the
behaviours of the populations that practice Female Genital Mutilation, addressed to
all social classes and taking into consideration all the aspects of the practice: human

AFRO-ARAB EXPERT CONSULTATION ON LEGAL TOOLS

FOR THE PREVENTION OF FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION

CAIRO, 21-23 JUNE 2003
126

English-AttiCairoAppendix.qxd  07/06/2004  10.39  Pagina  126



rights, health, social and gender relations, involving national and local institutions,
non-governmental organisations, traditional and religious leaders and the media;

to include programmes for the prevention of the practice in reproductive health
policies and to guarantee universal access to the health services;

to set aside sufficient funds for these initiatives.

the governments and the Parliamentarians of the immigration countries:
harmonise the existing legislative framework on Female Genital Mutilation and to

ensure that all legislative measures are accompanied by information campaigns to
ensure that the law is understood, accepted, applied and respected;

to consider carefully the application of penalties against Female Genital Mutilation
in order to ensure their effectiveness; 

to consider the possibility of granting residence permits and protection to the
victims of this practice and to recognise the right of asylum for women and girls who
risk genital mutilation.

International organisations and the governments of the countries concerned, as
well as donor countries:

to support information campaigns, education programmes and reproductive
health initiatives that aim to eradicate female genital mutilation;

to support the work of non-governmental organisations, associations, and
women’s or youth groups, as well as networks of such bodies;

to contribute to effect the reforms necessary to promote equality between the
sexes.

local, national and international non-governmental organisations:
to reinforce collaboration and co-ordination of interventions, as well as to

capitalize upon the results obtained, in order to increase the effectiveness of their
actions and to achieve as soon as possible the goal of the complete eradication of
Female Genital Mutilation;

to intensify collaboration between organisations in the countries of origin and
immigration countries of women who have suffered Female Genital Mutilation in
order to prevent the practice among migrant populations.

Finally, we call upon all women and men of good-will all over the world to do
everything they can to help to abolish the practice of Female Genital Mutilation, with
the aim of ensuring that it disappears completely within fifteen years, so that, in the
countries concerned, a new generation of women, equal to everyone else in rights and
in dignity, will be born.
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COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVES

BÉNIN
MS CLOTILDE MEDEGAN NOUGBODE

President 
fax number: 00 229 32 82 81
e-mail: afjb.benin@intnet.bj
MS VICTORINE ODOUNLAMI

President 
CI-Af Bénin
Association des Femmes Juristes du Bénin

fax number: 00 229 212 525
e-mail: ciafbenin@yahoo.fr

BURKINA FASO
MS GISÈLE KAMBOU

Secretary General 
Voix de Femmes

fax number: 00 226 31 61 44 
e-mail: vofemme@yahoo.fr

MS MARIAM LAMIZANA

Minister of Social Action and National Solidarity
fax number: 00 226 31 61 44 / 00 226 316737
e-mail: mlamizana@hotmail.com

CAMEROON
MS REGINE MEMONG

President 
Association Camérounaise des Femmes Juristes

fax number: 00 237 222 07 43 / 00 237 223 00 05
e-mail: memongregine@yahoo.fr

MS JULIENNE NOUMBISSIE -AYISSI NGONO

Deputy Director
Ministry of Justice

fax number: 00237 223 4677
e-mail: jayinoum@yahoo.fr
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CHAD

MS MADELAINE HAOVA KOLMAGNE

Secretary of Women's and Children's Rights 
Association for the Promotion and Defense of Human Rights

fax number: 00235 52 29 02
e-mail: atpdh@intnet.td

MS BERADINGAR NGOYAME

Secretary General 
Ministry of Justice

fax number: 00 235 52 21 39 

CÔTE D’IVOIRE
MS IRIE LOU IRIE

Project Manager
L'Autre Forme 

fax number: 00 225 20 38 26 73
e-mail: irielouirie@yahoo.fr

MS EUPHRASIE KOUASSI

Deputy Director 
Ministry of Family Affairs and Women's Promotion

fax number: 00 225 20 38 26 73
e-mail: affouey@yahoo.fr

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO
MS REGINE AYOWA

Executive Secretary 
Association des Femmes Investies pour la Réhabilitation et l'Épanouissement
fax number: 00  243 12 200 10
e-mail: afire_organisation@hotmail.com

DJIBOUTI

MS SAFIA ELMI DJIBRIL

Member
Comité National de Lutte contre les Pratiques Traditionnelles Néfastes à la Santé de la
Mere et de l'Enfant

fax number: 00253 35 84 44 /00253 35 21 38
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MS MOUNIRA ALI AHMED

Cordinator
Comité National de Lutte contre les Pratiques Traditionnelles Néfastes à la Santé de la
Mere et de l'Enfant

fax number: 00253 35 84 44 / 00253 35 21 38
e-mail: mouniaili@yahoo.fr

MR HAWA AHMED YOUSSOUF

Minister of Women's, Family  and Social Affairs
fax number: 00 253 35 04 39
e-mail: hawamahad120@yahoo.fr

EGYPT
MS AZIZA HUSSEIN

President
Egyptian Society for the Prevention of Harmful Practices against Woman and Child

e-mail: mtobgui@idsc.net.eg

MS. MONA EL TOBGUI

Secretary General
Egyptian Society for the Prevention of Harmful Practices against Woman and Child

e-mail: mtobgui@idsc.net.eg

MR. SAIID EL DAKAK

Professor of Law
Vice President of Alexandria University

AMBASSADOR MOUSHIRA KHATTAB

Secretary General
National Council  for Childhood and Motherhood

fax number: 00 202 5748138
e-mail: ncw@ncwegypt.com

AMBASSADOR HUSSEIN EL SADR

National Council for Childhood and Motherhood 
fax number: 00 202 5748138
e-mail: ncw@ncwegypt.com

MS MONA AMIN

National Council  for Childhood and Motherhood
fax number: 00 202 5748138
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e-mail: ncw@ncwegypt.com

MS DINA WAHBA

National Council for Childhood and Motherhood
fax number: 00 202 5748138
e-mail: dinawahba@yahoo.com

ERITREA
MS HANNA MEHARY

Program Officer 
NCA

fax number: 00291 1 121 221
e-mail: hannam@ncaeri.org.er

MS AZENEGASH GHEBRESELASIC

Head of Health Promotion 
Ministry of Health

fax number: 00 291 1 122899
e-mail: aghebre@gemel.com.er

ETHIOPIA
MS TEKABECH ASSEFA

President 
Ethiopian Media Women Association

fax number:00 251 1 533 355
e-mail: emwa@telecom.net.et

MS GIFTI ABASSIYA

State Minister for Women 
Office of the Prime Minister

fax number: 00251 1 552986

GAMBIA
MS FATOU WAGGEH

Executive Director 
BAFROW 

fax number: 00 220 223 266
e-mail: bafrow@gamtel.gm
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MS AMINATTA DIBBA

Permanent Secretary 
Office of the Vice President

fax number: 00 220 20 14 63
e-mail: info@statehouse.gm 

GHANA
MS FITNAT ADJETEY

Project Coordinator 
African Women Lawyers Association

e-mail: fitnata@yahoo.com 

MS MARLINE ANAN

Executive Secretary
Ghana National Commission on Children

fax number: 00 233 21 22 52 97
e-mail: ropalin@yahoo.com

GUINÉE
DR MORISSANDA KOUYATÉ

President 
Cellule de Coordination sur les Pratiques Traditionnelles Affectant la Santé des
Femmes et des Enfants 

e-mail: morissanda@yahoo.fr

MS DJÉNÉ DIALLO

Ministry of Health and Reproductive Health
fax number: 00 224 11 21 34 44
e-mail: koyagbe@hotmail.com

KENYA
MR JOHN KENNEDY WANJALA

Executive Director 
Centre for Human Rights and Democracy

e-mail: kwafula@yahoo.com

MS PAMELA MBURIA

Program Coordinator 
Association of Media Women in Kenya

fax number: 00 254 2 247 646
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e-mail: amwik@swiftkenya.com

LYDIA KHANDA

Para Legal Human Rights Activist
e-mail: amwik@swiftkenya.com

HON LINAH JEBII KILIMO

State Minister 
Office of the Vice-President and Ministry of National Reconstruction 

fax number: 00254  2 343 303
e-mail: keigepzm@yahoo.com

LIBERIA
MS VIVIAN WREH

Expert 
International Institute for Women in Political Leadership

fax number: 00 225 2244 9887
e-mail: nyuduehti@hotmail.com

MALI
MS SIDIBE KADIDIA AOUDOU

President and Coordinator 
AMSOPT

fax number: 00 223 2 295 895
e-mail: amsopt@datatech.toolnet.org

MS DEMBA TRAORÉ

Member of the Parliament 
fax number: 00 223 221 78 08

MAURITANIA
MS MARIAME BABA SY

Association Mauritanienne sur les Pratiques Traditionnelles affectant la Santé des
Femmes et des Enfants 

fax number: 00 222 525 13 85 / 00 222 525 19 17
e-mail: mariem.sy@mauritel.mr

MR ABDOULAYE SOW

Member of the Parliament 
fax number: 00 222 525 40 64
e-mail: asow@mr.refer.o
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NIGER
MS FAOTUMATA AGNES DIAROUMÈYE BEMBELLO

Secretary General 
Maillon Africain pour la Paix et le Développement

fax number: 00 227 73 61 65
e-mail: mapadev@intnet.ne

MS FATCHIMA OUMAROU SANI

Head of National Assistance and Solidarity 
Ministry of Social Development, Population, Women and Childhood Protection

fax number: 00 227 73 61 65
e-mail: mdfppfpe@yahoo.fr

NIGERIA
HON ABDUL OROH

Senator 
e-mail: adroh@yahoo.com

RÉPUBLIQUE CENTRAFRICAINE
MS GUILLAUMINE GAZEMBETI

President 
Central African League for Human Rights Lawyer

fax number: 00 236 61 44 94
e-mail: guillaumineg@yahoo.com

SÉNÉGAL
PROF. FATOU SOW

Professor of Sociology 
Institut Fondamental d'Afrique Noire

e-mail: fatousow@sentoo.sn

MS COUMBA BLADÉ TINE

Assistant 
Human Rights Commission

fax number: 00 221 823 28  40 / 00 221 821 50 11
e-mail: mameniang@sentoo.sn

SIERRA LEONE
MS LAUREL BANGURA

Director 
FGM-Sierra Leone
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fax number: 001 209 633 68 62
e-mail: LaurelDay2000@yahoo.com

HON. MEMUNATU M. KOROMA

Deputy Minister
Social Welfare, Gender and Children Affairs

fax number: 00 232 222 35 134
e-mail: genderSL2000@yahoo.com

MS FATMATA KULA JAH

Development Officer 
Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children Affairs

fax number: 00 232 222 35 134 / 00 232 222 42 301
e-mail: kulajah@yahoo.com

SUDAN
MS SOMAIA E. ELTAYEB

Executive Director 
Babiker Badri Scientific Association for Women Studies

fax number: 00 249 15 55 33 63

MS DINA BADRI

Director 
Reproductive Health Program
Afad University

fax number:00 249 15 55 33 63
e-mail: badri21@hotmail.com

TANZANIA
MS CHIKU LWENO

FGM Coordinator 
TAMWA 

fax number: 00 255 22 21 15 278
e-mail: rosechiku_1999@yahoo.com

MS MOHAMED ALI MUHUNGUTWA

Assistant Director 
Ministry of Community Development, Women’s Affairs and Children

fax number: 00 255 211 90 33 / 00 255 211 88 09
e-mail: wic@cats-net.com

TOGO
MS EDORH KAPYIKOE

President 
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WILDAF
fax number: 00 228 222 49 26 / 00 228 222 73 90
e-mail: wildaf_togo@hotmail.com

UGANDA
MS GERTRUDE CHELANGAT KULANY CONSULTANT

Reproductive Educative and Community Health 
fax number: 00 256 41 346826
e-mail: gchelangat@parliament.go.ug

MS JUSTINE LUMUMBA KASULE

Member of the Parliament 
e-mail: dbyamukama@parliament.go.ug

YEMEN
MS NABILA AL-ZUBAIR

Chairperson 
Feminist Cultural Forum for Dialogue of Civilisation

fax number: 00 967 1 231 686
e-mail: saf@y.net.ye

DR AMAL BASHA

Chairperson 
Sister Arab Forum for Human Rights

fax number:
e-mail: saf@y.net.ye

MS RANA GHANEM

Cultural Director
Sister Arab Forum for Human Rights

fax number: 00 967 1 231 686
e-mail: saf@y.net.ye

MS HUDA ABLEN

Cultural Advisor 
Sister Arab Forum for Human Rights

fax number: 00 967 1 231 686
e-mail: saf@y.net.ye

DR NIDHAL BARAKAT

Deputy Ministerial Assistant 
National Women's Committee

fax number: 00 967 1 40 31 19
e-mail: dyno_83@hotmail.com
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INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS AND GUESTS

MR MAURIZIO ANGELONI

Italian Co-operation, Human Resources Development&Management Consultant(I)
fax number: 0020 2 795  21 07
e-mail: maur.angeloni@tiscalinet.it

DR FAREDA BANDA

University of London, School of Oriental and African Studies (UK)
e-mail: Faredasoas@aol.com

MS ANNETTE BEHZ-WEBER

Target, (D)
fax number: 0049 41 54 99 99 44

MS SOPHIE BESSIS

Writer, (F)
e-mail: bessis.sophie@free.fr

HON. EMMA BONINO

Member of the European Parliament, (I)
fax number: 00 32 2 284 92 88
e-mail: ebonino@europarl.eu.int

MS SALWA BOULOS

Italian Hospital, Cairo (E)
fax number: 00 20 2 414  80 05 /00 20 2 414 80 06
e-mail: salwaboulos@hotmail.com

MS CAROLE CORCORAN

General Counsel, International Crisis Group (USA)
fax number: 001 212 813 08 25
e-mail: ccorcoran@crisisweb.org

MR ALI MEKLA DABALA

Target, (D)
fax number: 0049 41 54 99 99 44

HON. GIANFRANCO DELL’ALBA

Member of the European Parliament, (I)
fax number: 00 32 2 284 91 97
e-mail: gdellalba@europarl.eu.int

MS LOBNA EL TABEI

Ford Foundation, Cairo (E)
e-mail: e.eltabei@fordfoundation.org

DR. HAMDI MAHMOOD AL SAYYED

Chair of Egyptian Medical Syndacate, (E)
fax number: 00 20 2 290 77 78
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DR ABDELHADI ELTAHIR

Senior Technical Advisor; USAID (USA)
fax number: 001 202 216 34 04
e-mail: 001 202 712 45 82

MS CARMELA GALEONE

Psycologist, (I)
e-mail: caramellag@hotmail.com

MR VITTORIO GHIDI

Delegation of the European Commision in Cairo, (I)
e-mail: vittorio.ghidi@cec.eu.int

MS NATHALIE GILSON

President, Femmes Réformatrices Liberales (B) 
e-mail: ngilson@belgium.coudent.com

JACQUELINE HUNT

Board of Directors, Equality Now (UK)
fax number: 0044 20 8932 76 23
e-mail: jhunt@equality.org

MS EDNA ADAN ISMAIL

Head of Delegation, (S)
fax number: 00 252 828 52 26
e-mail: ednahospital@hotmail.com

SHUKRI ISMAIL

Candlelight for Health, Education and Enviroment (SD)

MS KHADY KOÏTA

President, Euronet FGM (B)
e-mail: khadykoita@hotmail.com

MS AMRAN ALI MOHAMED

Deputy Head of Delegation (S) 
e-mail: socialaffairs@hotmail.com

MR RUDIGER NEHBURG

President, Target (D)
e-mail: ruediger-nehberg@target-human-rights.com
fax number: 0049 41 54 99 99 44

MS ANASTASIA POSADSKAYA – VANDERBECK

Director, Network Women's Program, Open Society Institute (USA)
fax number: 001 212 548 46 16
e-mail: women@sorosny.org 

MS EMANUELA POZZAN

Italian Co-operation, (I)
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fax number: 00 20 2 795 69 04
e-mail: manupozzan@hotmail.com

MS JAMILA SAID MUSSE

Representative, Association for Integration and Development (S)
fax number: 00 252  523 44 18
e-mail: jamilasaid@hotmail.com

MS TINA SMIDT-KRISTENSEN

Anthropologist (DK)
fax number: 00 45 35 39 11 11
e-mail: tine@smidt.dk

DR NAHID TOUBIA

President, RAINBO (UK)
fax number: 00 44 20 76 25 29 99e-mail: ntoubia@rainbo.org

MS LINDA WEIL CURIEL

President, Commission pour l'Abolition des Mutilations Sexuelles (F)
fax number: 0033 1 45 49 16 71
e-mail: w113111@club-internet.fr

REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

IAC
INTER-AFRICAN COMMITTE

145, rue de Lusanne
CH - 1202 Genève
tel: 00 22 731 24 20 / 00 22 732 08 21
fax: 00 22 738 18 23

DR AMNA ABDEL HASSAN

Vice President and Director of Sudan National Committee on Traditional Practices,
(S)

e-mail: elmisafa@hotmail.com

UNDP
1191 Corniche El Nil, World Trade Center
Boulac Cairo, Egypt 
P.O. BOX: 982, Post Code: 11599 
tel: 00 202 578 4840 - 6
fax: 00 202 578 4847 
e-mail registry.eg@undp.org 
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MR ANTONIO VIGILANTE

UNDP Resident Representative and UN Resident Coordinator, (I)
MS DINA EL NAGGAR

Programme Anlyst, (E)
e-mail: dina.elnaggar@undp.org

UNICEF
MS MARIA GABRIELLA DE VITA

Gender and Harmful Traditional Practices, (I)
Child Protection Section

Programme Division
UNICEF New York
tel.:001 212 326 7352
fax: 212 735 4413
e-mail: mgdevita@unicef.org

UNITED NATIONS
8-14 Avenue de la Paix
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
tel.: 00 41 22 917 9000 

PROF. JAAP E. DOEK

Professor of Law, Chair of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, (NL) 

MS HALIMA WARZAZI

United Nations Special Rapporteur on Traditional Practices, (S)

ORGANISERS

AIDOS, ASSOCIATION OF ITALIAN WOMEN IN
DEVOLOPMENT

via dei Giubbonari, 30 - 00186 Roma – Italia
tel: 00 39 06 6873214 
fax: 00 39 06 6872549
website:www.aidos.ite-mail: aidos@aidos.it

DANIELA COLOMBO

President 
CRISTIANA SCOPPA

Head fof Communication Activities
PAOLA CIRILLO

Coordinator of Aidos Middle East Programs
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ESPHP, EGYPTIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF
HARMFUL PRACTICIES AGAINST WOMAN AND CHILD

MONA M. EL-TOBGUI, PH.D.
tel. 00 20 10 660 02 437
e-mail: mtobgui@idsc.net.eg

NCCM, NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CHILDHOOD AND
MOTHERHOOD

1113 Corniche El-Nil
11th Floor
P.O.Box 11625
Cairo
Arab Republic of Egypt (ARE) 
tel.: 00 202 57 47 758 / 00 202 57 48 708 
fax.:00 202 5748138 
website: http://www.ncwegypt.com
e-mail : ncw@ncwegypt.com

NPWJ, NO PEACE WITHOUT JUSTICE
Via di Torre Argentina 76, 00186 Roma, Italy 
tel.  00 39 06 68803613 
fax 00 39 06 68803609
website: www.npwj.org

European Liaison Office
P.E. 2H262
Rue Wiertz , B-1047 Bruxelles 
tel. 00 32 2 284 09 25  
fax 00 32  2 284 99 83

Niccolo Figa-Talamanca, niccolo@figatalamanca.net
Gaia Gambini, ggambini@europarl.eu.int
Matilda Koroveshi, tea@sensible.it
Maria Forteza, ebonino-assistant@europarl.eu.int
Giulia Schiavoni, gschiavoni@europarl.eu.int
Antonella Spolaor Dentamaro, adentamaro@npwj.org
Sabrina Gasparrini, sabrina_gasparrini@yahoo.com

TECHNICAL COOPERATION

CENTRE FOR REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
120 Wall St. New York, NY 10005 tel. 001 917 637 36 00 fax: 001 917 637 3666
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website: www.reproductiverioghts.org
e-mail: info@reprorights.org 

MS KATHERINE HALL MARTINEZ

Director
International Legal Program

e-mail: khall-martinez@reprorights.org

MS LAURA KATZIVE

Legal Advisor
Global Projects

e-mail: lkatzive@reprorights.org

MS PARDISS KEBRIAEI

Legal Fellow
International Program

e-mail: info@reprorights.org 

RAINBO
U.K.Suite 5A, Queens Studios
121 Salusbury Road
London NW6 6RG
tel: 00 44 20 76 25 34 00
fax: 00 44 20 76 25 29 99
website: www.rainbo.org
e-mail: kefford@rainbo.org 

DR NAHID TOUBIA

President
e-mail: ntoubia@rainbo.org
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Agenda Program 

SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 2003
9:00 – 10.00 
Coffee and Registration of participants 

10:00 – 11:15 
OPENING SESSION 

Chair Keynote Speaker:  H.E. Ms. Suzanne Mubarak, First Lady, Egypt 
Rapporteur : Amb.Moushira Khattab, Secretary General, NCCM, Egypt 

Sheikh Mohammed Sayed Tantawy, Grand Sheikh of al-Azhar 
H.H. Pope Shenouda III, Patriarch of Alexandria and See of st. Mark (to be confirmed) 
Mariam Lamizana, Minister of Social Action and National Solidarity, Burkina Faso 
Jaap Doek, Chair of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child 
Emma Bonino, Member of the European Parliament, Italy 

11:15 - 13.00
PROGRAMS FOR THE PREVENTION OF FGM 

Moushira Khattab, Secretary General, NCCM, Egypt 
The activities of the National Council of Childhood and Motherhood in the field of FGM 

Daniela Colombo, President, AIDOS, Italy 
The "Stop FGM" Campaign 

Aziza Hussein, President, Egyptian Society for the Prevention of Harmful Practices -
ESPHP, Egypt 

The Egyptian Society for the Prevention of Harmful Practices: twenty years of experience 

Amna Abdel Rahman, Vice President, Inter-African Committee against traditional
practices - IAC, Ethiopia 

The "Zero Tolerance to FGM" IAC program 

Hamdi El Sayed, Chair of Medical Syndicate, Egypt 
Medical Ethics Perspectives

13.00 - 15.00
LUNCH 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: MAME BASSINE NIANG, HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSIONER,
SENEGAL
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15.00 - 18.00 
BACKGROUND FOR WORKING GROUP DISCUSSION

Chairs: Daniela Colombo, President, AIDOS, Italy; Gianfranco Dell'Alba, Secretary
General, NPWJ, Italy 

Laura Katzive, CRR, United States 
Using Legislation to Promote Women's Rights: considerations in drafting and

implementing legislation to prevent FGM

Nahid Toubia, President, RAINBO, United Kingdom 
Legislation as a tool for behaviour change 

COUNTRY CASE STUDIES

Kenya: Ken Wafula, Lawyer 
Mali: Sidibé Kadidia Maïga Aoudou, President, AMSOPT 
Burkina Faso: Gisèle Kambou, Secretary General, Voix de Femmes 
Fareda Banda, University of London School of Oriental and African Studies 
FGM and the law in Europe 
Kady Koita: President, European women network Fgm and civil society activities in Europe 

Antonio Vigilante:Undp resident coordinator, Egypt 

GENERAL DISCUSSION

Moderator: Katherine Hall Martinez, Director of International Program, CRR, United
States

SUNDAY, JUNE 22, 2003 
9.00 - 9.30
Coffee

9.30 - 13.00
WORKING GROUPS 

WORKING GROUP I 
Desirability and objectives of adopting legislation as a tool for social change 

WORKING GROUP II 
Technical elements of law on FGM

13.00 - 15.00
LUNCH 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER : HALIMA WARZAZI, UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR

ON TRADITIONAL PRACTICES

15.00 - 18.00
RESUMED WORKING GROUPS

MONDAY, JUNE 23, 2003
9.00 - 10.15 
PRESENTATION OF THE WORKING GROUPS REPORT AND ADOPTION OF A STRATEGY

DOCUMENT ON FGM LEGISLATION

10.15 - 10.30 
Coffee break

10.30 - 13.00
CLOSING SESSION

10.30 - 11.00 
PRESS CONFERENCE : PRESENTATION OF THE EXPERT CONSULTATION RESULTS

Moushira Khattab, Secretary General, NCCM, Egypt 
Emma Bonino, Member of the European Parliament, Italy 
Daniela Colombo, President, AIDOS, Italy 
Mona El-Tobgui, ESPHP, Egypt 

11.00 - 12.30 
PROJECTS PRESENTATIONS

Chiku Lweno, TAMWA 
Media Campaign against FGM in Tanzania 
Laetitia Palleva, NPWJ and Cristiana Scoppa, AIDOS 
The Stop FGM International Appeal and Web Portal 
Mona El-Tobgui, ESPHP 
Media Campaign against FGM in Egypt 
Sophie Bessis, writer 
FGM Dictionary

12.30
CONCLUSIONS OF THE EXPERT CONSULTATION
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