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· Madam Deputy Prosecutor, Mr Registrar, Honourable Members of the European Parliament; Ladies and Gentlemen.

· I would like to thank the organisers for inviting me to speak on behalf of my organisation, No Peace Without Justice, on the role of civil society in promoting international criminal justice.

· NPWJ was founded in 1994 for exactly this reason: to promote international justice by supporting the establishment of the ad hoc tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda and working towards the establishment of the permanent International Criminal Court.  

· We have also been closely involved with the establishment and operations of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, with an extensive field operation from 2000 to 2004, working with the Government of Sierra Leone, with national political and civil society leaders, and with the Special Court itself.

· In that context, we worked on the negotiations dealing with the establishment of the Court, as part of our judicial assistance program, and on the Special Court's relationship with national judicial and non-judicial institutions.

· Once the institutional design was more or less done, we also worked on outreach in the field, and conflict mapping, which consisted of interviewing key persons throughout the country, and reconstructing order of battle and chain of command information of each fighting force throughout the conflict, analysing them together with decision-making processes to ascertain the role of those who bear the greatest responsibility for policies of systematic and massive violations of the laws of war. 

· This illustrates a cross-section of the many roles civil society can play in promoting international criminal justice, by working on institution building; practical matters, including engaging stakeholders; and on legal matters.
· Much of our initial work has been directed towards building and strengthening political will for the establishment of international criminal justice institutions and on ensuring the best possible design for those institutions.

· This can be done in several ways, the most visible of which is lobbying and advocacy, particularly with those responsible for designing and setting up those institutions. The process of setting up the ICC is one of the best examples of cooperation between State and non-State actors working together for the common goal of an effective and efficient international institution.  In this respect, NGOs have played and continue to play a vital role in the goal of universal ratification, through a range of activities designed to build and strengthen political will.
· The effectiveness and legitimacy of international criminal justice institutions also depends on who is involved in negotiating their design and civil society has played an important role in supporting the participation of developing States, which often lack the financial or human resources required to follow those negotiations as thoroughly as other delegations can.  

· Legitimacy also comes from effective operations. While this is the primary responsibility of the international criminal justice institution itself, civil society has a role to play, bearing in mind each others' mandates and independence. One area where civil society has been very active is through advocacy with and lobbying of the court, both through bilateral meetings and during the bi‑annual strategy discussions between the ICC and NGOs, which we have found to be very useful and which we appreciate a great deal.  These meetings have provided an important opportunity for discussing and defining the role of the Court itself, and the complementary role that can be played by NGOs.

· Another way of enhancing the Court's legitimacy through its operations is by reaching to and through the Assembly of States’ Parties. Taking outreach as an example, the cooperation between States and NGOs has been very effective in promoting and defining the Court's outreach responsibilities, particularly through holding informal hearings on outreach, which provided an opportunity for in-depth discussion about outreach that was not possible during the more formalised meetings of the Assembly.

· Civil society also has a role with respect to the Court's judicial work, through providing information to the court; for example, our conflict mapping report was admitted into evidence at the Special Court, as were human rights reports from other NGOs and international organisations. Civil society can also provide amicus curiae briefs, such as the one we submitted together with UNICEF to the Special Court on the law relating to the conscription, enlistment or use of child soldiers. There are many examples of civil society submitting amicus curiae briefs to international courts and tribunals, depending on their areas of expertise and the issues coming up before those courts and tribunals.

· Finally, NGOs have an important role to play in facilitating the participation of stakeholders in court proceedings, including helping victims participate at the ICC in a wide variety of ways.

· Much of our work is strengthened through cooperation with other members of civil society, depending on our different mandates, strengths, areas of expertise, policy priorities and methods of working. Not everyone will play each of the roles I have described: they may play some but not others and they may play other roles, such as promoting positive complementarity by working on national institutions and laws.

· In all of this, perhaps the greatest impact lies in working with local civil society, empowering local activists to collect information, or to do outreach, to take an active part in the accountability process set up for them and their country. In many ways, this is the real point: the promotion of international criminal justice as a means to accountability, as a means to local ownership and as a means to leave a lasting legacy, through a strengthened rule of law and increased likelihood for achieving and maintaining sustainable peace.   

· Thank you
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