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SIDE EVENT ON THE MARGINS OF THE 63RD SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

The Intensification

of Short-Range Drone Attacks
in Ukraine: Implications for
Emergency and Humanitarian
Response

DATE & TIME LOCATION
25 September 2026 Room VI, Palais des
12:00 - 13:00 Nations, Geneva

Co-organisers: Permanent Mission of the Czech Republic to the United Nations Office and other
International Organizations in Geneva; Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva; Truth Hounds; Nonviolent Peaceforce;

the Charitable Foundation Spravzhni; Base.UA

Co-sponsors: Permanent Missions of Andorra, Albania, Australia, Austria, Canada, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, the Republic of Moldova, the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Sweden to the UN in Geneva;

No Peace Without Justice.

Background and Context Short-range drones also raise a broader question about the

relationship between technological precision and civilian
protection. Although these systems can enable highly targeted
attacks at short range, their technical precision does not in itself
guarantee compliance with international humanitarian law or
reduce civilian harm. In Ukraine, documented patterns indicate
that short-range drones can be used to repeatedly expose
civilians, humanitarian personnel and first responders to direct
and persistent threats, including while they are responding to
previous attacks.

Short-range drones have fundamentally changed the character
of contemporary warfare and, with it, the way emergency
services and humanitarian missions can operate. In Ukraine,
Russian forces have increasingly used short-range drones in
attacks affecting civilians and civilian objects, including first
responders and humanitarian personnel carrying out life-saving
activities in frontline areas. The scale and persistence of these
attacks illustrate how the proliferation of short-range drones can
create new risks for civilian populations and significantly
constrain humanitarion and emergency response operations in
areas affected by hostilities.

Similar challenges are emerging in other contemporary armed
conflicts, where short-range drones are increasingly used for
surveillance, reconnaissance, targeting and attacks in and
around populated areas. The Ukrainian experience therefore
provides an important case study for understanding how the
proliferation and use of short-range drones is changing the
protection environment for civilians and humanitarian actors
more broadly.

Recent monitoring indicates a broader deterioration in the
operating environment for humanitarian actors in Ukraine.
Between January and June 2026, violence against humanitarian
personnel increased by 20 per cent compared with the same
period in 2025, while instances in which hostilities prevented
humanitarian personnel from reaching affected areas, or civilians
from reaching humanitarian assistance, increased by 225 per . .

cent. These trends demonstrate that attacks and threats against ObjeCtlveS
humanitarian and emergency responders have consequences
extending beyond individual incidents: they can prevent
assistance from reaching civilians who depend on it.

- Present new field evidence on attacks against first
responders and humanitarian personnel in Ukraine and
identify patterns in the use of short-range drones.

This event builds on research and field documentation by Truth - Examine how the proliferation of short-range drones is
Hounds concerning short-range drone attacks and the apparent changing the operating environment for humanitarian and
targeting of emergency responders in frontline regions of emergency actors, including their ability to reach civilians in
Ukraine. It will present new findings on the risks faced by first need.

responders and humanitarian personnel and examine the - Identify gaps in access to protective equipment and practical
practical measures increasingly used to mitigate those risks, self-protection measures available to humanitarian and
including electronic warfare and jamming devices, drone rescue teams working in high-risk areas.

detectors, armoured vehicles and other protective equipment. - Discuss the legal and operational implications of measures
The discussion will also address a protection gap which is such as jamming devices, drone detection, and armoured
becoming starker. Humanitarian and emergency personnel may vehicles for civilian and humanitarian actors under

operate in areas where conventional protective measures are international humanitarian law.

insufficient, while access to specialised protective equipment . Place the Ukrainian experience in a broader cross-conflict
remains limited. This raises practical and legal questions context and identify common protection challenges and
concerning the measures civilians can employ to protect means of overcoming them.

themselves and others while continuing to perform humanitarian . Engage Member States, UN Special Procedures and

and life-saving functions, and how such measures should be monitoring mechanisms on concrete measures to strengthen

understood under international humanitarian law. protection, documentation and accountability.



Programme

I Introductory Remarks

« H.E. Mr. Karel Beran, Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of the Czech Republic to the United Nations
Office and other international organizations in Geneva

2 Panel Discussion

1. The expansion of short-range drone attacks against
civilians, first responders and humanitarian actors in Ukraine

e Anhelina Hrytsei, Truth Hounds researcher

Presentation of new field documentation, including patterns of
attacks, geographic concentration, methods of attack, the impact on
emergency and humanitarian operations, and self-protection
measures.

2. Testimony from Ukrainian humanitarian field missions

o Alina Shemediuk, Executive Director of the Charitable
Foundation ‘Spravzhni.’

« Anton Yaremchuk, co-founder of the humanitarian
organisation BAZA UA (online)

A first-hand account of short-range drone attacks directly affecting
field teams and vehicles while carrying out evacuations, delivery of
humanitarian assistance and social transportation in frontline
communities.

3. Protecting Humanitarian Missions from Drone Threats:
Equipment, Operational Challenges and Legal Considerations

« Dr. Felicity Gray, Nonviolent Peaceforce Global Head of
Policy & Advocacy

The intervention will examine the operational barriers faced by
humanitarian missions seeking to adopt such measures, including
access to specialised equipment, procurement and funding
constraints, donor requirements and restrictions, maintenance and
training needs, and the availability of technical expertise.

3 Closing Remarks

e H.E. Mr. Yevhenii Tsymbaliuk, Ambassador of Ukraine to
the United Nations Office in Geneva: Key takeaways and a
call for coordinated international action.

Moderated by Anhelina Hrytsei, Truth Hounds researcher

Proposed Recommendations
for International Action

1. Member States should ensure the continuation and funding
of the mandates of the UN monitoring mechanisms
documenting these attacks, including the Independent
International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine, OHCHR
monitoring, and OCHA, and support their systematic
reporting on attacks against emergency responders and
humanitarian actors.

2. Support steady access to protective equipment for rescue
and humanitarian teams working in high-risk areas.

3. Member States should strengthen export controls over the
components that enable these attacks, including optics,
microchips, navigation systems and engines, and close the
re-export loopholes through third countries that allow such
technologies to reach the actors responsible.

4. Donors, humanitarian organisations and relevant UN bodies
should incorporate the growing threat posed by short-range
drones into operational risk assessments, duty-of-care
standards, preparedness planning and humanitarian access
strategies.

About the Organisers

TRUTH
HOUNDS

Truth Hounds is an independent human rights organisation that
has documented violations and collected survivor testimonies to
promote accountability for international crimes since 2014.

Nonviolent Peaceforce is an international, civilian-led
nongovernmental organization that protects people in violent
conflicts using unarmed strategies.

Charitable Foundation “Spravzhni” is a local humanitarian
organization operating in Kherson oblast of Ukraine and frontline
communities across the region. The Foundation has grown from
a local volunteer initiative into a team that combines the speed
of local response with a systematic humanitarian approach.

BASE

(V- UA

BASE.UA is Ukrainian NGO with a wide range of operations, from
frontline evacuation missions to cultural and reconstruction
activities.



